BOOKLIST Elementary/middle school
(alt books listed are available at Lexington Public Library)

Political Figures

Henry Clay was born in 1777, only months after the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The nation
was young and still in the making during Clay's life. He and others exerted influence and charted the course
for this new nation. Reading about Clay and the lives of some of the other prominent political figures of his
time can help lead to an understanding of the events in history that brought our nation to its present form.

Henry Clay: the Great Compromiser by Michael Burgan.
Chanhassen, Minn.: Child's World, 2004,

Intermediate Grades
Includes photographs, “interesting facts” sidebars. Timeline of key events, Glossary of key words
and phrases with pronunciation guide, index and sources for further research, including web sites.

' James K. Polk: eleventh president of the United States by Dee Lillegard.
Chicago: Childrens Press, c1988
Grades 5-8
-Biography of the 11" president. Polk defeated Henry Clay for the presidency in 1844 so this book
‘presents a contrast to the views of Clay. Includes pictures, a chronology of American hlstnry from
Viking settlement before Cﬂlumhus up to 1994 and an index.

Who let muddy boots into the White House? : A story of Andrew Jackson by Robert

Quackenbush.

Mew York: Prentice-Hall Books for Young Readers, c1986.

Grades 4,5

An overview of Andrew Jackson with cartoon illustrations. Touches on main points in Jackson's
life, including his presidential campaigns against Henry Clay.

Zachary Taylor : twelfth president of the United States by Zachary Kent.

Chicago . Childrens Press, c1988

Taylor was known as “old Rough and Ready". His actions in the Mexican war ( a war opposed by
Henry Clay) made him a hero to many and led him into the presidency.




WARS
The decision on whether or not to go to war came to a head several times during Henry Clay’s life. Known as
“The Great Compromiser”, it is felt that if not for his efforts, our north and south would have gone to war much
sooner. He was known as a "War Hawk" for favoring the war of 1812 against British aggression, but was
opposed to our nation as the aggressor in the Mexican American War. Read more about the issues that led to
these wars and the events surrounding them.

The War of 1812: a primary source history of America's second war with Britain by
Liz Sonneborn.

New York: Rosen Central Primary Source, 2004.

Grades 4-8

Nice layout. Pictures with explanations. Includes Primary source transcriptions of “The Star Spangled
banner”, and an excerpt from the Treaty of Ghent. Explains Henry Clay's role in the war. Includes glossary
web sites and a book list for more information as well as a bibliography, a list of the images used and an
index.

The War of 1812 by Peter |. Bosco.

Brookfield, Conn. : Millbrook Press, c1991.

Grades 5-8

Lots of background information, very readable. Goes into causes of the war and some of its consequences,
as well as the major battles and personalities involved. lllustrations, maps and a timeline are included.

Washington City is burning by Harriette Gillem Robinet.

New York : Atheneum Books For Young Readers, 1996.
Grades 4-6 | .
Good historical fiction recounts life from viewpoint of a slave belonging to James Madison. Very good
depiction of life in early 1800's, with events that lead to the war.

i

The flag maker by Susan Campbell Bartoletti ; illustrated by Claire A. Nivola.

Boston : Houghton Mifflin, 2004,

Grades K-2

Fictionalized picture book story of the flag that flew over Fort McHenry during the war of 1812, said by some
to be the inspiration for our national anthem.

A Civil War drummer boy : the diary of William Bircher, 1861-1865 edited by Shelley
Swanson Sateren ; foreword by Suzanne L. Bunkers ; content consultant, Hampton
Smith.

Mankato, Minn. : Blue Earth Books, czooo.

Grades 4-6

Very interesting first hand accounts, with informative overviews and sidebars. Also has photographs,
timelines as well as cooking and craft activities.

A Confederate girl : the diary of Carrie Berry, 1864 edited by Christy Steele with Anne
Todd ; foreword by Suzanne L. Bunkers ; [illustrators, Linda Clavel and Kia Bielke].
Mankato, Minn. ; Blue Earth Books, ¢2000.

Grades 4-6

Excerpts from the diary of a girl who turns 10 years old in Atlanta while battles were being fought nearby. Gives
good insight into her experiences and feelings. Has illustrations, sidebars with explanations a timeline, glossary
and index as well as references for further leaming.






