Book List for Middle and High School Reading Levels

Political Figures
Henry Clay was born in 1777, only months after the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The nation
was young and still in the making during Clay's life. He and others exerted influence and charted the course
for this new nation. Reading about Clay and the lives of some of the other prominent political figures of his
time can help lead to an understanding of the events in history that brought our nation to its present form.

Henry Clay: from "war hawk" to the "Great Compromiser” by Alison Davis Tibbitts.
Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publishers, c2003.

Grades 6-9

Covers life of Clay, and testifies to the importance of his influence on the shaping of the United States.
Includes a chronology of his life, illustrations, chapter notes (references), glossary and index.

James K. Polk: eleventh president of the United States by Dee Lillegard.
Chicago: Childrens Press, c1988

Grades 5-8

Biography of the 11" president. Polk defeated Henry Clay for the presidency in 1844 so this book presents
a contrast to the views of Clay. Includes pictures, a chronology of American history from Viking settlement
before Columbus up to 1994 and an index.

Andrew Jackson: and his America by Milton Meltzer.

New York: F. Watts, c1993.
. Grades 7-10
" Detailed look into Jackson's life, his presidency and the effect it had upon our country. Includes illustrations,
“notes on sources and an index.

Zachary Taylor : twelfth president of the United States by Zachary Kent.

Chicago : Childrens Press, c1988

Taylor was known as “old Rough and Ready”. His actions in the Mexican war ( a war opposed by Henry
Clay) made him a hero to many and led him into the presidency.

Literature
Find out about the lives of the some of the influential writers of the nineteenth century. Their lives and works can
give insight into the lives of the Clay family and their contemporaries.
Nineteenth-century writers by Steven Otfinoski.
New York : Facts on File, 1991
Grades 7 and up
Features ten of the most prominent writers of the time and the significance of their works on American life and
culture. Some illustrations. Includes a chronology for each author and a list of books for further reading.
Louisa May : the world and works of Louisa May Alcott by Norma Johnston.
MNew York : Four Winds Press, ¢c1991
Grades 6 and up
A biography of this 19™ century writer for older students. In depth and well researched.
Harriet Beecher Stowe by Suzanne M. Coil.
New York : F. Watts, c1993
Grades 7 and up
Very insightful, in depth look at this writer’s life. Good depiction of the life of a woman in the nineteenth
century struggling to juggle her necessary household and deeply felt social responsibilities. Contains a
section of photographs and other illustrations, source notes, bibliography and index.




WARS
The decision on whether or not to go to war came to a head several times during Henry Clay's life. Known as
“The Great Compromiser”, it is felt that if not for his efforts, our north and south would have gone to war much
sooner. He was known as a “War Hawk" for favoring the war of 1812 against British aggression, but was
opposed to our nation as the aggressor in the Mexican American War. Read more about the issues that led to
these wars and the events surrounding them.

War of 1812 by Miriam Greenblatt; John S. Bowman, general editor.

New York : Facts On File, c2003.

Grade 8 and up

Part of “America at war” series. Good explanation of people, events and politics surrounding this war.

Includes some illustrations, recommended reading list and index.

The War of 1812: a primary source history of America's second war with Britain by
Liz Sonneborn.

New York: Rosen Central Primary Source, 2004,

Grades 4-8

Nice layout. Pictures with explanations. Includes Primary source transcriptions of “The Star Spangled
fbanner”, and an excerpt from the Treaty of Ghent. Explains Henry Clay’s role in the war. Includes glossary
web sites and a book list for more information as well as a bibliography, a list of the images used and an
index.

The War of 1812 by Peter |. Bosco.

Brookfield, Conn. : Millbrook Press, c1991.

Grades 5-8

Lots of background information, very readable. Goes into causes of the war and some of its consequences,
as well as the major battles and personalities involved. lllustrations, maps and a timeline are included.

Washington City is burning by Harriette Gillem Robinet.

New York : Atheneum Books For Young Readers, 1996.

Grades 4-6

Good historical fiction recounts life from viewpoint of a slave belonging to James Madison. Very good
depiction of life in early 1800's, with events that lead to the war.

U.S.-Mexican War by Bronwyn Mills; John S. Bowman, general editor.

MNew York: Facts On File, c2003.

High school

Part of “America at War” series. Explains causes and events of this war. Mentions Henry Clay. Includes

illustrations, glossary, reading list, websites, and index.

Civil war! : America becomes one nation by James |. Robertson, Jr.

New York : A.A. Knopf : Distributed by Random House, c1992

Grades 7 and up

Very thorough and comprehensive look at the conflict that Henry Clay worked to avoid. Examines events
and personalities. Lots of useful background information. Good illustrations include maps and charts.







